Plumbline Ministry Guidelines

Remember, what is modeled in your ministry group may be multiplied!! (What the seekers experience in your ministry group they will believe to be the norm.)

The number of seekers in your ministry group will determine the number of days you schedule for ministry. Allow one day for each seeker in your group plus one more is a good rule of thumb. Another variable for how many seekers you put in a ministry group is of course determined by the number of leaders you have to do ministry. A good size for the best group dynamic seems to be 4 to 6 seekers. With less than 4 the dynamic of the group tends to be flat. With more than 6, some seekers will not be comfortable sharing.

The seekers help:  (Please try to share this with the group before starting ministry) I know this is shared during Ministry Preparation, but the one who might need to hear it may not be in class that day! You will need to remind the group that the best way they can be of help during the time of ministry is to pray for the seeker and the ministry leaders. You may tell them, “Please do not try to help”. Our hope is that the seeker will have a grace filled experience and not a “Job experience” during their ministry time. (I’m referring to the book of Job”. Encourage the seekers to save encouraging words or scriptures for the one having ministry till ministry is done.

The observer:  Your ministry group may have a third Oaks helper as an observer. The third person is a first time helper and is under the same guidelines as the seekers during this time. It is best for a first time helper is to be an observer only. 

Who goes first? Occasionally on the first ministry day one of the students will ask to be the first to have ministry. That is great when it happens. When no one volunteers, simply have a time of prayer, and wait on the Lord to impress the one who is to go first for ministry. After the first ministry time we ask the group to pick a day they prefer to do ministry. It helps for them to know when they are going to have ministry.

Reluctant seeker:  A seeker may be reluctant to have group ministry. Ask them to wait and observe the ministry times before leaving the class. Let them know, if they are still uncomfortable we can schedule a private ministry time with just the ministry leaders. Often when they see the ministry time, they are comfortable with doing ministry in the group. The other possibility is if they choose to do ministry last, the group often is much smaller and not nearly the threat of the larger group.

The male ministry leader:  It sometimes happens a female seeker may appear uncomfortable having a man sitting next to her during ministry. When you sense this possibility ask a lady in the group to sit in the man’s place. 

My position on the written prayers;
I have never been in favor of the written prayers for a number of reasons. The only purpose for making a list of the different prayers is for the helpers to study the models and be familiar with the principals we want to apply during ministry. It has never been the intention to use the written prayer sheets to do ministry. Each ministry time and each issue has its own specific offense.  When praying about each one it is often necessary to omit parts of a model prayer or add to the prayer to make it specific for the situation.  Please do not allow the seeker to read from the prayer sheet. When an individual is having ministry and confessing or forgiving they typically are in a state of prayer, often with their eyes closed and head bowed. When you hand them a prayer sheet and ask them to read a prayer, they immediately switch to cognitive reasoning and what was taking place in the spirit is now quenched.




Soul Tie Ministry

Soul Tie Prayer:
Because of the length and content of the soul tie prayer, you will need the cue card until you learn the prayer. Again, this is not intended for the seeker to read themselves. If they read the card, they will switch to cognitive reasoning and not get in touch with the depth of their offense toward God and others. When you lead them through the prayer you can add to, or omit specifics to the prayer that applies to them and each specific relationship. 

For Soul Tie Ministry to be effective, encourage the seeker to call the sin what it is. I had one young man use the phrase “hooked up with”. I asked him “what does that mean?” Yes, I knew what it meant, but I’m not sure God did, since that phrase is not in the Bible. Kidding.

One suggestion I have for leaders to prepare for this ministry time is to get familiar with the curses related to sexual sin as described in Deuteronomy.



Blessing Ministry

The intent of the Blessing Ministry is to bless. Please try to follow these guide lines.
John Trent has 5 specific elements he shares in the Blessing teaching, as how to bless. Please review these before going into this time of ministry. When you don’t have a word to pray for someone that follows the intended principals, wait until you do. Let someone else pray or just begin with a general prayer (full life, good relationships, prosperity). In a few minutes the words will come.
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A spoken message
3.
 
Attaching high value
4.
 
Picturing a special future
5.
 
An active commitment
) (
Five Elements of 
The Blessing
)
